
 

 

Montgomery County “America First” Republican Party Meeting Minutes 
                                               From August 15, 2022 
Opening 
The MCGOP met on Monday August 15, at the NRV Superbowl in Christiansburg. 
Chairwoman Price called the meeting to order at 6:35pm. The Lord’s Prayer was led by 
Chairwoman Jo Anne Price. Hank Partin led the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Republican 
Creed was read by Merle Nelson. 
 
Roll Call 45 voting members were present, as was 14 guests.  
 
Minutes 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, it was seconded, and the 
minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Angela Akers presented the treasurer’s report with $4,884.69 cents in our account. 
Chairwoman Jo Anne Price reported that $800 was donated to the New America First 
Republican Committee by Montgomery County Republican Women, a defunct organization. 
The donation was authorized by MC Republican Women’s President, Shirley Martin and 
Treasurer, (last listed on the account), Jennifer Rush closed out the account and made the 
donation. 
 
Chair, Price also reported that the $1,000 deposit to secure Virginia Tech Inn for the 
Obenshain-Dalton Fundraiser October 29, 2022 was made.  
 
Local government officers in attendance and recognized 
Morgan Griffith, House of Representatives, Mary Pettitt-Commonwealth Attorney. Todd King- 
Board of Supervisors, Marie March Delegate Michael Walsh, Legislative aid to Senator David 
Suetterlein, and Tim Wilson, Christiansburg, Town Council. Jackie and Tim Amos and 
members from the Botetourt County GOP were present as guests. 
 
Guest Speakers 
 Morgan Griffith invited everyone to an auction and to a miniature golf tournament. He stated 
that signs were available and to put them out the week of August 29th. 
 
Marie March stated that she was called the 3rd right-wing nut job in Richmond. She stated that 
nothing is more important than the second amendment. And stated, if there is anything I can 
do for you. Let me know. Thanks for having me. 
 
Marie March introduced, Lowell Bowman as a candidate running for the new 41st district. She 
stated that he was a planner, a surveyor like George Washington, farmer and businessman.  
 
Lowell Bowman spoke about fuel and grocery prices having an affect on every working 
American, true concerns on gun rights, pro-life, permits, small government against all 
Government tyranny. He spoke about schools, school choice, voucher programs, home 
schooling, bullying in School and keeping children safe while on school grounds. “Do not look 
another way when students are assaulted and treated like criminals, not victims.  We cannot 
lose the fight. We need to help teachers.”  He spoke abouts the need for mental health 



 

 

counselors and psychiatrists as well as support law enforcement. He Stated that Democrats 
love regulations.  He said influence, knowledge of the effects of regulations on business, 
homebuyers, and taxpayers as some of the things he will take to Richmond.  
 
Jose Marino was also introduced as a possible candidate for delegate. He is a Cuban who 
came to America at the age of five landing in Miami, Florida with his parents. Has lived in 
Christiansburg for 23 years. Mr. Marino expressed strong opposition to Socialism as he left 
one in Cuba. He stated that the socialist was chipping away at your rights as an American 
Citizen. Especially emphasizing the importance of the  2nd amendment in maintaining individual 
freedom. 
 
Chairwoman Price introduced the guests from Botetourt. They said they were happy to be here 
and watch how a real Republican Committer meeting was held. Chairwoman Price then 
introduced two ladies that spoke about books in the School Library. Amy Cooper, a former 
MCPS middle school Teacher’s aid who spoke about how the teachers’ hands are tied with the 
books that are appearing in our school libraries. Laura Dean Talked about shirts that are worn 
and the pornographic content in books that are in our schools.  
 
 Alecia Vaught spoke about a book drive and urged attendees to participate in purchasing 
classics to donate to MCPS libraries. 
 Alecia Vaught. spoke about Gender Queer (a book reappearing in our schools libraries). 
 
 Ginny Perforator gave an update on election integrity and the target date for analysis, findings 
and recommendations document completion September 7, 2022. 
 
Chairwoman Price stated that we were making progress statewide as we continue to focus on 
taking back education.  More people are becoming awakening to the Model Policies 
implemented in public schools as members of the New America First GOP continue to educate 
the community via public address at both School Board and Board of Supervisor meetings. 
Encourage more people to speak. 
 
Chairwoman Price then spoke about a movie that she was showing at “Passing the Baton’ at 
12 O’clock on Saturday, August 2022.  Whose Children are They.  
 
Town of Blacksburg, Christiansburg update. Tim Wilson (member of the Town Council of 
Christiansburg) spoke about tax dollars in Montgomery County and Heritage Day. 
   
Old Business.    
 
Chairwoman Price stated that we were making progress statewide as we continue to focus on 
taking back education. 
 
1. Unionization 
2. School Vouchers  
3. Sexualization 
 
Chairwoman Price stated that Electrion integrity is the law and that we are still recruiting folks 
to work in the polls.  
 



 

 

  
New Business: 
Richard Langford spoke about getting folks to work in the polls and announced the 
appointment of Ken Stiles to the Electoral Board.  We now have two Republicans and one 
Democrat on the Board.  He stated that we had 33 voting polls in Montgomery County and 
Election Officials were badly needed.  Election Officials were more desirable as they have more 
authority. 
 
Events-upcoming were announced by Deidre Journey including the acceptance of Lt. 
Governor, Winsome-Earle Sears as our guest speaker at the Obenshain-Dalton dinner. 
 
Precinct Captain Activities- including Plans to support 2022 Morgan Griffith Election-Worker 
trainings and organization were addressed by Bob Beard. 
 
**An announcement was made that the next GOP meeting will be held on September 19th at 
the NRV Superbowl on 375 Arbor Drive in Christiansburg at 6:30pm. 
 
Chairwoman Price called for the meeting to be adjourned. A motion was made to adjourn the 
meeting and it was seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


